
Vespers of the Departed 
 
§ Evening Prayer begins immediately with Psalms 116 and 130, recited antiphonally.  After 
each psalm, in place of “Glory to the Father…” there is said: “Rest eternal grant to them, O 
Lord, * and let light perpetual shine upon them.” 

Psalm 116   Dilexi, quoniam 

1   I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.  
 
2   The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
I came to grief and sorrow.  
 
3   Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: * 
"O LORD, I pray you, save my life."  
 
4   Gracious is the LORD and righteous; * 
our God is full of compassion.  
 
5   The LORD watches over the innocent; * 
I was brought very low, and he helped me.  
 
6   Turn again to your rest, O my soul. * 
for the LORD has treated you well.  
 
7   For you have rescued my life from death, * 
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.  
 
8   I will walk in the presence of the LORD * 
in the land of the living.  
 
9   I believed, even when I said, "I have been brought very low." * 
In my distress I said, "No one can be trusted."  
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10   How shall I repay the LORD * 
for all the good things he has done for me?  
 
11   I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD.  
 
12   I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
in the presence of all his people.  
 
13   Precious in the sight of the LORD * 
is the death of his servants.  
 
14   O LORD, I am your servant; * 
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  
  you have freed me from my bonds.  
 
15   I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD.  
 
16   I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
in the presence of all his people,  
 
17   In the courts of the LORD'S house, * 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 
 
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord 
And let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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Psalm 130   De profundis 
1   Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; LORD, hear my voice; * 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.  
 
2   If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, * 
O LORD, who could stand?  
 
3   For there is forgiveness with you; * 
therefore you shall be feared.  
 
4   I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; * 
in his word is my hope.  
 
5   My soul waits for the LORD, more than watchmen for the morning, * 
more than watchmen for the morning.  
 
6   O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 
for with the LORD there is mercy;  
 
7   With him there is plenteous redemption, * 
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord 
And let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

 
 
§ Then follows the First Reading, followed by the Song of Hezekiah with its antiphon. 
   (Recited in unison) 
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The Song of Hezekiah                    Isa. 38: 10—20  
 
Antiphon:    From the gates of the grave, * deliver us, O Lord. 
I said: In the noontide of my days I must depart; * 

I am consigned to the gates of Sheol for the rest 
of my years. 

I said, I shall not see the LORD in the land of the living;* 
I shall look upon mortals no more, among the 
inhabitants of the world. 

I cry for help until morning; like a lion he breaks all my bones; * 
from day to night you bring me to an end. 

Like a swallow or a crane, I clamor, * 
I moan like a dove. * 

My eyes are weary with looking upward. * 
O Lord, I am oppressed; be my security! 

O Lord, by these things people live, * 
and in all these is the life of my spirit.  

Oh, restore me to health and make me live! * 
Surely it was for my welfare that I had great bitterness; 

But you have held back my life from the pit of destruction, *  
for you have cast all my sins behind your back. * 

The living, the living, they thank you, as I do this day;*  
fathers make known to children your 
faithfulness.  

The LORD will save me, and we will sing to stringed instruments * 
all the days of our lives, at the house of the LORD. 

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, * 
And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Antiphon: From the gates of the grave, deliver us, O Lord. 
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§Then follows the Second Reading, followed by the Magnificat.  
 

Magnificat              Lk 1: 46—55 
 
Antiphon:  
All whom the Father has given me shall come to me: * and he who comes to 
me, I will in no way cast out. 
 

+My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly 
servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: *  
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name.  

He has mercy on those who fear him *  
in every generation.  

He has shown the strength of his arm, *  
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.  

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly.  

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty.  

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,  

The promise he made to our fathers, *  
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, * 

And let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
Antiphon: 
All whom the Father has given me shall come to me: * and he who comes to 
me, I will in no way cast out. 
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§ After the Canticle, all kneel. The Officiant reads the names of the departed we remember this 
evening. 
 
And then the Officiant says: 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

V: Praise the LORD, O my soul!  
R. I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God 
while I have my being.  
 
V: Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, 
R. for there is no help in them.  
 
V: When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
R. and in that day their thoughts perish.  
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V: Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! 
R. whose hope is in the LORD their God;  
 
V: Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
R. who keeps his promise for ever;  
 
V: Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, 
R. and food to those who hunger.  
 
V: The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; 
R. the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;  
 
V: The LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger; 
R. he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 
V: The LORD shall reign for ever, 
R. your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
 

The Officiant 
Father of all, we pray to you for those we love, but see no longer: Grant 
them your peace; let light perpetual shine upon them; and, in your loving 
wisdom and almighty power, work in them the good purpose of your 
perfect will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
V: Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord. 

R. And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

+ May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 
The anthem to Our Lady is said: 
We turn to you for protection, * O holy Mother of God.  Hear our prayers 
and help us in our needs.  Save us from every danger, O glorious and 
blessed Virgin.   Cistercian, 12th c. 


