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Christ the King: Who is Your Savior? 
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
The Reverend Paul D. Allick, Church of the Advent, Nov. 24, 2019 
 

The title of today’s Feast, Christ the King, has come under 
linguistic scrutiny. What hasn’t in today’s Church?  
 
The question being, is the language of “kingdom” relevant to 
the modern ear? Other titles now in use are “the Reign of 
Christ” or “Christ in Majesty.”   
 
As the modern Church continues to be befuddled by poetic 
symbolism and antagonized by the artistry of analogy, I 
come back to my usual advice about almost everything, let’s 
get back to the original point: Jesus is Ruler of the Universe.  
 
At the culmination of all time, Jesus is going to return in 
glory. He is coming to separate the goats from the sheep. 
The good fish from the bad. He is going to clear his 
threshing floor. We are going to be judged.  
 
Given the situation, I’d suggest that we take a break from 
debating poetic imagery and spend some time clearing out 
the cobwebs in our souls and the sin in our hearts. 
 
My favorite title for this Feast is the one used for centuries by 
the Church of Sweden: Doom Sunday.  
 
In other words, the Great Day approaches! We’ve come to 
the end of the Church year and are reminded to keep our 
lamps lit and our eyes wide open. Jesus is coming to judge 
us and free us once for all. 
 
Today the Swedish Church uses the title, “The Return of 
Christ.” I like that too… 
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Actually, we could be called the Church of Doom. The 
Advent of Christ the King is about the Second Advent of 
Christ when he comes to judge the world. It does not 
address the gentler image of the coming of Christ as the 
infant Jesus. 
 
In 1925 Pope Pius XI issued an encyclical establishing the 
Feast of Christ the King. Today the entire mainline Church 
observes this day in one way or another. (For once we 
children of the Reformation agreed that the Pope made a 
good point.) 
 
Pius wrote, “The kingdom is spiritual and is concerned with 
spiritual things” We enter the Kingdom by penance, by faith 
and ultimately through baptism. 
 
Pius’ Encyclical was given in response to the rise of 
nationalism and secularism. Nazism and Fascism were 
taking hold in Europe.  
 
Western people were being lied to and given false hope.  
The State will save you. Your problems will be solved by the 
greatness of your politicians and the efficiency modern 
bureaucracy.  
 
The State is your Savior. Pay homage. Give over all your 
resources and your identity to a political movement and you 
will be free. Focus on hating our enemies and you won’t 
need hope anymore. 
 
Good thing we’ve moved beyond all that! 
 
Pope Pius said, “Stop. Christ is your King and Savior. Christ 
is our only judge. Indeed, Christ will judge these partisans 
and their life suffocating bureaucracies.”  
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Wake up! Prepare your souls to meet your Creator, 
Redeemer and Sanctifier. 
 
Our King does not reign through soulless political power fed 
by the rhetoric of resentment. Our King saves us by dying for 
us. Our King does come to be served but to serve.  
 
Today’s Gospel spells it out. Christ’s Kingdom is ushered in 
by the sacrifice of self. That is the mystical paradox of 
Christianity. We are saved by a cross not a cudgel.  
 
In baptism we die with Christ so that we can rise with him.  
To live you must die to yourself. It is the crosses we bear that 
lead us to life.  Christianity teaches that we cannot 
understand Easter Sunday if you do not attend the Good 
Friday Liturgy. 
 
Christ is both king and suffering servant, priest and victim, he 
is the offering to God and the one offering it. In our baptism, 
in our own dying and rising, we join that divine life. We 
become suffering servants and join the royal priesthood.  
 
This is the outward and visible sign we become for the world. 
Yes, we suffer just like everyone else but we know how to 
walk through it in hope and with dignity.  
 
Each of us is just like that criminal on the cross. We are 
broken people who create a lot of our own problems. We too 
often suffer by our own corrupt and sinful wills. And, yes, 
even more balefully, we suffer by the disordered wills of 
others.  
 
Jesus Christ hangs in the midst of all that mess with us.  
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We turn to him, and even as we see him suffering himself, 
we plead, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” In his own anguish Jesus says to us, “Truly I tell 
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 
No politician, no government, and certainly no partisan gang 
will ever do that for us. Not only because they aren’t divine 
but also because they will never, ever be willing to sacrifice 
anything of meaning for us.  
 
Only Christ is willing to sacrifice enough to truly redeem us. 
And only in Christ do we find the love innocent and 
immaculate enough to righteously judge our souls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: Quas primas, Pope Pius XI, 1925 from the Vatican Online Library 
 


