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Maundy Thursday: Never Forget 
Exodus 12:1-14; Luke 22:14-30 
The Reverend Paul D. Allick, The Church of the Advent, April 18, 2019 

 
Some of the best theological lessons I've learned, I've learned 
from my mother. I remember once when I was little, she asked me 
if I ever wondered what I would do if Jesus appeared to me? We 
talked about that possibility for some time. First, we wondered 
how we would know if it was really him. Mom had the best 
answer, she said, we would just know in our hearts that it was 
really him. Then we discussed what we would ask him. I think we 
decided that we wouldn't have to ask him anything. We would just 
listen.  
 
On this night as we remember the Last Supper, I realize that I get 
to be with Jesus all of the time. I get to be with him when I pray 
the Daily Office, when someone shares their own faith story with 
me, when I pray the Rosary or when I just sit in silence and 
contemplate him. But I especially get to be with him when I come 
to the Holy Eucharist. 
 
In this Most Blessed Sacrament I get to encounter Jesus in a 
mystical, yet, concrete way. 
 
Jesus told us that he eagerly desired to share this sacred meal 
with us before he suffered. In the midst of a very difficult evening 
Jesus left us a way to stay in touch with him forever. There he is 
thinking about his execution, knowing that one of his disciples is 
going to betray him. There he is listening to his disciples argue 
over who is the greatest. In the midst of that most anxious night, 
Jesus instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood so that in 
these Holy Mysteries we would receive our pledge of eternal life. 
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St. John Chrysostom, the great preacher of the 4th and 5th 
centuries explained that in this Sacrament the gates of heaven 
are opened and we see past all the angels and saints to the Lord 
Himself. And not only do we see but we touch him as well. In this 
Blessed Sacrament we not only touch what is most precious of all 
but we consume it; the holy of holies becomes part of us. 
(Homilies on the First Letter to the Corinthians, Benedictine Daily Prayer, p. 1649, Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN 2005) 

 
Some of the best theology I've learned, I've learned from children. 
One day during a Vacation Bible School I asked some second 
graders what Communion meant. One little guy answered, “It 
means that we get to be in God's world for a little while.” 
 
In professional theology we call this anamnesis. It is a 
remembering that mysteriously brings us beyond simply 
remembering to experiencing the memory.  
 
It is akin to the remembering done at the Passover explained in 
the Book of Exodus. It is the reliving the experience of God setting 
his people free from bondage and oppression.  
 
As we enter into the anamnesis of Jesus' Last Supper, we should 
eat it the way the Israelites at that first Passover. We eat it 
hurriedly with our loins girded, our shoes on our feet, and our staff 
in our hand.  
 
We do this because when leave Mass we are sent on our mission 
to serve God; to proclaim the good news of our salvation and to 
invite others to this altar. We do not receive this miracle and 
participate in this anamnesis for ourselves alone.  
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We keep this feast so that we can transform our lives; so that we 
can transform the world. We keep this feast so that we can 
understand the ministry of reconciliation: taking all the broken 
pieces of our lives and healing them in the name of Jesus. We 
search out the broken pieces of our world and work for 
reconciliation. 
 
As St. Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth when teaching about 
the Eucharistic Feast, " Christ our Passover has been sacrificed 
for us; therefore, let us keep the feast, not with the old leaven of 
malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth." (I Corinthians 5:7-8) 
 
 


