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This Christmas I am thinking of an Offertory Sentence from the 
Book of Common Prayer, Ephesians 5:2, “Walk in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God.” 
 
One thinks immediately of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross but 
actually the sacrifice begins today.  
 
God becoming fully human is a sacrifice. When God became one 
of us it wasn’t a show. Just like any of us, Jesus experienced 
pain, joy, discomfort, celebration, anxiety, laughter, and 
frustration. 
 
If his birth, life, and death were a show then his resurrection really 
means nothing. That would be God playing games with us. God 
doesn’t play games. 
 
God began sacrificing for us, limiting his “self”, at his birth in an 
animal shed.  
 
As John tells it, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God... And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory.”  
 
From Hebrews we learn that Jesus is “the exact imprint of God's 
very being.”  
 
 
 



2 
 

No matter how many Christmas Sermons I write, I will never stop 
being amazed at what God has done for us in this Incarnation. 
God squashed his glorious and eternal being into an existence 
like mine and yours. 
 
It is too easy to take this for granted. It too easy to look at this 
Christ the King Statue or up to this Crucifix and forget how 
honored we are to see and speak with God face to face. He 
humbled himself to walk not only with us but as one of us. 
 
In the fifth century St. Leo the Great wrote, “No doubt the Son of 
God in his omnipotence could have taught and sanctified men by 
appearing to them in a semblance of human form as he did to the 
patriarchs and prophets, when for instance he engaged in a 
wrestling contest or entered into conversation with them, or when 
he accepted their hospitality and even ate the food they set before 
him.”  
 
But Leo points out that these were only types and signs foretelling 
how the divine and human natures would be united “in one person 
so that the Creator of time might be born in time.” 
 
St. Leo stresses that Jesus was no “mere figure” because, “the 
Conqueror's victory would have profited us nothing if the battle 
had been fought outside our human condition.” 
 
One could ask why I am going on about this. Because I think we 
forget its truth. Yes, even we Christians. Some of us relate to 
Jesus as a great prophet promoting a political revolution. While 
others of us divinize Jesus beyond human relatability. 
 
God saved our eternal lives today by becoming fully on of us. The 
world needs to know this and the Church needs to remember this. 
Christmas seems the appropriate time to assert this teaching. 
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God became human to reconcile us to himself and each other. 
God took on our flesh so that we could understand the depth 
of his love for us. In Jesus, God models for us how to live holy 
lives steeped in love. God became one of us so that we could 
share in his divinity. 
 
The Incarnation of God in Christ is a Mystery. And it is an 
immense reality to take in.  
 
This must be why we have minimized in our culture. We have 
reduced it to a sentimental simplicity. It is presented as an 
elusive peace and joy with faint references to the birth of a 
child. A generic baby who brings some kind of undefined 
hope. 
 
The reality is that God, the Creator and Sustainer of the 
Universe, the One Without Beginning or End, sacrificed all 
selfishness and chose to be limited. The Creator did this for no 
other reason than to save us. And the Maker’s only motivation 
was love.  
 
 
This is our gift to unwrap for the next 12 days. We’ll see you 
again on January 6, the Epiphany, as the revelation unfolds. 
 
From a letter by Saint Leo the Great 
(LOTH, Vol. I, pp.320-21) 
 


